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The Heathen World were indeed groſtly 
miſtaken, with e, to the Object of 
their religious Worſhip, and the Manner of 
performing it; G = in his heavy Diſ- 
pleaſure, permitting this as a juſt Puniſh- 
ment for their ſinning againſt natural Con- 
ſcience, and their diſregarding thoſe Diſ- 
coveries that G op hath made of himſelf to 
all Mankind, by the Frame and Government 
of; the World. Fence | it was, that they wor 

* not only the Ghoſts of dead Men, 

thoſe many Times the vileſt and worſt 
FP Men; but the Fowls of the Air, and the 
Fee ef the Field, and the meaneſt of, In- 
ſects. — Hence it was, that they made 
themſelves Gods of Wood and Stone, that 
could neither ſee, nor hear, nor taſte, nor 
FN inell. - — Nay, hence it was, that they wor 
ipped the Devil himſelf, under Images of 
ſuch hideous Forms and Shapes, as are 
frigheful to behold! And, as they Vere ti 
rhiforably deluded in the Object of their 
. ſo were they likewiſe in the Man · 
ner of it: The Myſteries of their Religion 
were filled with Lewdneſs and Debauchery't' 
Their Sacrifices were barbareus and cruet: 
| Theygffered up their Sons and their Daugh· 
t Devils, and made thein paſs thro* 


the Fire to Moloch: But in this they unani- 


8 and* this was the conſtant 
4 Practice 


- 
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| Negleting the Publick Service, be. y 
| practice of them all, to pay ſome religious 
Worſhip, ſuitable to their Notions or Ap- 2 
e of the God they worſhippede” * 


How caref ul then ſhould we Chriſtians bs 
of this great Duty? How mindful of wor- 
ſhipping the Lox'D our Gov? We, that 
know the only true Go p, and Jz$us 

:aR1ST whom He hath ſent: We, that 
have the Nature and Will of Gop plainly 
revealed to us in the holy Scriptures, writ. | | 
ten by the Inſpiration and Direction of his 
Holy Spirit; how inexcuſable ſhall we up- 
pear, and, what dreadful Vengeance wa 
we not juſtly look for? Even the moſt di- 
mal Effects of God's fiery Wrath and In- 
3 ion; if when we know Gop, we „ 


him not as Gop, 55 worſhip him in 3 
* 2 


Spirit and in Truth; if we do not acknoẽw-- 
ledge his divine Perfections, depend upon 

his Providence, and reſign up ourſelyes enn 
tirely to his holy Will and Pleaſure; if v, 
do not delight in his Laws, fear Hs Diſs; © 
pleaſure, truſt in his Mercy, love him with” 
all our Hearts and Minds, and in ever 
Thing, by Prayer and Supplication, Wik 
Thankſgiving, let our Req be 1 
known unto. him: But. eſpecially, if, ws, i 
do not love the Habitation of his 2 _ 
che Place Where be Honour d elleth;-if 8 
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unto him, in giving him Thanks for the 


3 — — 2 4m, _ 
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anto the Loxp the Glory due unto his Nam 
to advance the Honour of Go p, and the 


if aſp by the general and conſtant Practice of the 


the bare frequenting the publick Worſhip 
of Almighty Gop, is no infallible Demon- 
ſtration of a true Chriſtian, ſince it is poſſible 
and to worſhip him with our Bodies, when 


other Hand, the wilful, cauſeleſs Negle&- 
3 "I 1 W en And 
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his Sanctuary, and regular} with his 
Miniſters there, in his 15 Kc Enes t 
the ſtated Times for publick Devotion, 


acknowledging and confeſſing our Offences 


t Bleſſings we daily receive at his Hands, 
in \ ſetting forth his moſt worthy praiſe, in 
hearing his moſt holy Word, and in aſking 
of him thofe Things which are requiſite and 
= as well for our Bodies as Wer 

uu. | 70 1 


Ab 


This is tha moſt effeCtual Way to 1 


Credit of Religion; and accordingly, this 
is a Duty that is earneſtly preſſed grant us 
in holy Scripture, 'and recommends; 


beſt and wiſeſt Men in all Ages of the 
Church. And though, dee the bare 
outward Performance of this Duty, though 


for us to draw near to him with our Li 
our Hearts are far from him; yet on the 
ing of this great and neeeſſary Duty, is a 
_ ak 


pediment, to abſent themſelves from the 
ongregation of Cnrisr*s faithful Servants 
bled. her for Divine Service, do, 
hut too plainly, declare to the World, that 
hey have no true Fear of Gop, nor Senſe 
eligion upon their Minds. This, per- 
aps, will be . a ſevere Cenfure by 
ſuch deluded People; but I cannot but hope 
they themſelves will own it to be juſt ſt and 
rue if they will but give themſelves Time 
calm] y and ſeriouſl 5 conſider the plain 
Arguments ſet fo N in this little Treatiſe; 


their Sin and Danger, and to perſuade them, 
with the Aſſiſtance of Gop's Grace, to flee 
from the Wrath to come, by repenting 
truly of their paſt Omiſſions of this their 
bounden Duty, and returning fincerely, and 

2 Ä = the regular. 3 of 
it; that ſo, us a themſelves 
true and but Mens e 8 
Church Militant here on Earth, they may, 


| become in the Members of his ee 
Church in Heaven. 


That it is the indifen aſible Duty FIN 


+3 
2 * 


ligious en _ 1 evident] ly 


the Deſign whereof is 4 convince them of © 


through his Merits and Mediaion,” at laſt 


. Chri ſtian to frequent ow our Aſſemblies for re- - 


* who, continue thus, je any i 5 


as 4 
2 


F. 47, 


into this World on St to adyance Gop! 


—_ W 
e - 
7. 
1 


tt 2 
A 4 Sa. 


important Tanks 5 and the moſt weighty 
Bufineſs of our Lives: And as we appear to 
be more or leſs concerned for the Honour 
his People; For them that honour Him, 


ers; and they that defpiſe Him, ſhall be 


and Glory, in all our Converſation here 


A = or whatever we do, to do all to * Glory of 
God, 1 Cor. x, 31, But we do th eng in 
| ory, 


ligious Worſhip,” for in bis Temple doth 
every Man ſpeak of his Honour, Pſal. xxix. 8, 
It is there that we adore his divine Perfec · 


2 our Gop, openly acknowledge our De- 


S * 
1 NEW. 4s ſolemn Engagements, to continue 
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27 be Sin a. Danger. of Oy 
Fig That we were al n and 45 : 


Honour and Glory; This is the great End 
of our Creation; this is the End * all Re- } 
ligion; and conſequently, this is the moſt 


1 


of our Gop, ſo does He appear to be more 
or leſs concerned for the Happineſs of us 


He will honour, but he ſcorneth the Scorn- Wl; 


lightly adit It is our Duty, there- 
fore, to have a Regard to God's Honour 


ppon Earth: 9 whether wwe eat ar drink, 


more eſpecial Manner, advance his G 
when we aſſemble and meet together for re- 


tions, and tell of all his wondrous Works. 
It is there that we publickly own Him to be 


pendence upon Him, and bind ourſelves by 


and fal Servants: It i Is 


abs * 7 * * 
* 4 $ * Re 


a the Publick Service . * 
that we profeſs Cnxlsr in the F ace of 
he World, and ſhew forth his Salvation 
om Day to Day, with viſi ble and decent 
zolemnities: It is there that we advance the 

Credit of Religion, by our mutual Conſent 
nd Agreement in holy Offices: It is there 
we let our Light ſo ſhine before Men, 
That they may ſee our good Works, anc 
lorify our Father which is in Heaven: in 

Word, It is there, in the Temple, or 

F lace ſet apart for religious Worſhip, that 
Gop's Honour dwelleth; and therefore. 
we are commanded to wege Him there, 
in the Beauty of Holineſs; that ſo wwe may | 
rive unto the Lord the Gary ts ue unto. kW; | 
Name, Plal. XXIX. 2. 550 „„ l 


Nee Ge or bach s 0 kis 

Miniſters to attend continually upon this 

very Thing ; and that his Peo L alſo may - 
be 14 » duly to attend their i | 
He hath ſet apart one Day in the Week for 
his own immediate Service; wherein we are 
all required to diſengage our Hearts and 
Hands from our worldly En ' - _ 
and to attend the holy Convocations that are 

held upon that Day, in every. F to & 
Praiſe and Glory of Gop's hol me 
And if we run over the whole: Ar | 
the Church, from its firſt planting, 0-0 
on Ties, we a that the Ti 
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| 10 . Sin 42 Baker 1 
and Sant Servants of Canisr ( ever m de 
ſo high Account of this Duty, that they « di | 
not think themſelves excuſed from it_iþ 

Times of Perſecution, by the Danger © 
Impriſonment, Confiſcation of their Goods, 
or even of Death itſelf. Shall not then that 
noble Army of Martyrs and Confeſſors, 
who preferred the Practice of this Duty of 
aſſembling themſelves together for the ſo- 

lemn Worſhip and Service of Go p, before 
their Peace and Safety, before their Goods | 

| — Ta Sar yea, before their very Lives, 

riſe up in Ju udgment with the Men of this 

Generation condemn them ; who hay- 


ing all Encouragement from the Civil 


Power, to the due and conſtant Perform- 
ance of this Duty, fre tempted by any ſlight 
Oceaſions to neglect it? How highly 
does it concern. all thoſe that are ory Ss of 

this Neglect, ſeriouſly to conſider what th 
are doing? And if they can think it af 

Crime to diſobey the Commands of their 

lawful Governors, both in Church and 
State; if they can think it a ſmall Crime to | 

diſregard the Examples of the beſt and wiſ- 
eſt of Men, in all Ages of the Church: 
yet, ſurely, they cannot think it a Imall 

Crime to ws their Maker, to renounce 

his Authority and Dominion over them, to 
rob Gop of his Honour, of which he . 
ever Fr Jealous: z to N him that Tribute of 

5 : Laue, 


Homage and Service which g dus 'A 
unto Him, as the Author of their Seing, . | 
and Fountain of all their Happineſs. 


'E ; * a 1-6 
If they continue n iſe the great 
Gov of Heaven and Earth, 2 muſt ex- 
pect to find Him at laſt, — 
that will devour them, and deſtroy then 
for ever; for alas! where can they hope 
to ſecure themſelves from the Vengeance of 
Gor? or what will they do, When the 
Lon p ſhall viſit them? when He ſhall 
. unts them in his Wrath, and rex 
them in his ſore L Diſp ure; when He E 
ſhall riſe up in the Fierceneſs of his Hr. 
to vindicate his own Honour, to N 
himſelf in the utter De 
daring Sinners, as are notafraid to x Bern 
in this outrageous Manner, that g great God, 
who is glotious in Holineſs, fearful in Prai/- 
e, doing Wonders? Exod. xv TI. That 
great Gop, before whom the bleſſed In- 
bhabitants of Heaven vail their Faces, and 
caſt their Crowns before his Throne, as de- 
ing ſenſible of their great Unworthüneſs, 
while they continually ſing, Holy, | boy, 
holy, Lord God of rx Arey 3 and 


Ban are full of the Majeſty 4 M 0 


5 24h, Tbet it io this Dury of. every Chrit. 4 
Feu n our Aſſemblies for religious 
| n Ps 4 1 


1 Worlip, l farther. ehen if we Cons 
| 3 ſi er, 'SECONDLY, That we are con: man eq 
ly Scripture, to love the Lox D our. 
Gow with all our Heart and Mind, with | 
all our Soul and Strength; and this is called, : 
by our Saviour Himſelf, ; the firft and great 
Commandment: And indeed, unleſs we 
do this, unleſs we thus love Gop above 
all the World, we cannot do any 
Thing to pleaſe Him, or to obtain his Fa- 
vour. - Love is that holy Incenſe that per» 
fumes jall-our Services, and makes them 
| acceptable in'Gop!s Sight. But now, with. 
., what: Face can thoſe People pretend thus to 
ve. Gop, who refuſe to fulfil his Com- 
muandments, and to hearken to the Voice 
of his Words? How can they love Gov, 

- Who hate his C Company; who take no De- 
light in converſing with Him in is for 
Ordinances, in Prayers e eee 

* earing his 550 Wordt 
xi oF tan hs 
19 6 is ra neareſt en we a 
| exe with Gop while we live in this 
W d: And. if we delight thus to draw 
 Aigh to Him, He will. vouchſafe to draw 
; nig 1:40, us, and to make us glad with the 
Joey of his Countenance: He- Wa make all 
his Goodnels paſ 


ce US ITS PAR e ISS oo - 
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" Neglefting tha Publick Serolt 
love the Habitatic 


eem one Day in his Courts, better that. 
we light theſe Bleſſings rs his gracious; 


Beauty of the Lo x D, and to viſit his 
emple, and yet at the ſame Time pretend 


Wuſt needs give us the Lie; for we are real 
errible Day is come, in which all the Hat 


all be baniſhed for ever from his 
Preſence, and expoſed: to the drea 
85 of his cenentatung: ſengeance. 


A 4 i. & *; {3 1 2 *% 


emblies for religious Worſhip, we cut bur- 
Wclvesoff from the Co tionof CMRIsT R 
WF lock, deprive ourſelyes of the ineſtimable 
Bleſlings of Chriſtianity, and deliver ou 4 
ſelves over unto Satan; à Puniſhm 


T 8 a Os a wg Hem r 


flicted upon none, but t and nototious 


Sinners, 1 Cor. v. 5. e are no longer 
Members of Cunir '« Militant Church on 


oy 
do 


of this|Houſes-and 
deſire as earneſtly to converſe with Him 
ere, in his holy Ordinances, as the Hart 
teth after the Water-brooks;-.and- o 
thouſand elſewhere employed. But no-’. 


reſence, and have no Deſire to behold the 


rs of the ,0RD ſhall be found Liars, we. 


34h, The Neceſſity of this Duty will 4's | 


hich, by the primitive Sund Was ins 


| b love Him with all our Hearts, our Hearts 
Haters of the Lok D: and when that 


urther appear, if we conſider, Tuinůix, is A 
Thar byrefuling to join in our publick Ab * - 
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Corded of the firſt Converts to Chriſtianit 
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14 be Sin and Danger 7 
. nor ſhall ever be admitted Meribenll 
of his triumphant Church in Heaven; - For| 21 
Chriſt is only the Saviour of the Body, -Eph Mi. : 
v. 23. and that Body is the Church, or the 

1s Society of faithful Chriſtians, Ch. i. 22, 23. 
But we cannot approve ourſelves Memben 
of that Society; we cannot approve our- 
ſelves Members of the Church, the myſti- 
cal Body of CHRIS, unleſs ve frequent 
her Publick Worſhip; unleſs we commu- 
nicate with her in the outward Offices, and 
Duties of Religion; and therefore it is. 


as their diſtinguiſned Mark and Character 


That they continued ſtedſaſtiy in the Apoſtles il 
Dottrine and Fellowſhip, and in 3 

Bread, and in 8 Act. ii. | 
we would not forfeit our Title to wallthe Pri | 
vileges of our Chriſtian. Profeſſion; if we 
would not deprive ourſelves of all the Bleſ- 

ſings of the Goſpel,” and all the Purchaſe i 
of CunisT's Blood; if we would not loſe 
the Benefit of all the Means of Grace and 
Salvation, and all our Intereſt in the Merits 
and Interceſſion of our ever bleſſed Redeem- 
er, we muſt make it appear, that we hold 
Communion with the Church, the Myſtical 
Body of Cnasr, by 1 qu 10 852 
m e Ne ee e # 


Nene 1K. nie 


an 2 Wa 


nd living Members of 


e Benefit of all Gop's 


e Benefit of put 


hall objatn the ſanctifyi 


for religious Worſhip, t 


Form of fiery Tongues, 


in the Church, there bein 


Church was ſufficiently 1 


F 


in a plentiful Manner, to 
pers of Gop in our pu 
and there, ordinarily, 1 
of true Faith firſt lad: 


oblic Prayers of all Gop's Peop 

ut the World; the Benefit of the holy Sa- 
Wraments, the Signs and Seals of G o 0's 
cavenly Grace; the Benefit of the i 
ord, which is able to ſave our Souls: We 


of the Comforter was fulfilled, 
raculous Deſcent of the Holy Ghoòſt, in the 


firmed yer, the renewing and ſan@tif 
| Graces of the Holy Spirit are ſtill diſpe 


Serve, Bec. 5 5 


n ; 


1 10 ſhall we nn fees ed 


Cnxr1sT, our Life 


Head, the Children of Gop, and Heirs | 
Wer the Kingdom of Heaven; we hal! 


holy Ordinances; 


lick Prayer, even of the 


le thro*-. 


ngrafted 


Gifts and Graces 


of Gop's Holy Spirit, to incline and enable 
Jus to perform our Duty, and - to'work' out 
our own Salvation. Thus, when the'Diſ- 
ciples of our Lox p were aſſembled together 


t eminent Promiſe 
by the mi- 


ABS ii. 1. And 


though thoſe miraculous Giſts are now ceaſed 


rg no farther Oc- 


caſion for them, after ne" the Chriſtian 


and con- 


the true Werthip- 
blick Aſſemblies; 
s the Ground- work 
Faith comotb by 
Hearing, 


Hearing, Fab Hearing 5 the Ward 51 Gu 
re : Wore an 


Of Sow 8 Le; d PUREE 
united Pray ers of CHRIST? 5. faithful Ser. 
curing thoſe divine, Milner. xx 
which are the proper Fruits, and Gifrs i 
the Spirit, we may learn from Matt. xviii. 125 
FH two of you ſhall agree on Earth, as touch- 
ing am Thing that they Jhall, 444, it Gall FLA 
be done for them of my Father which is in 
Heaven: For wheretwo or three are gathered 
together in my. N, ame, there am T in the 
midſt of them. Our bleſſed Lonp foreſeeing 
that the Love of many would wax cold, an 
that as many who . profeſſed themſelves 
his Diſciples and Followers went back, 
walked; no more with him, John vi. 66. fo 
there would be Multitudes of ſuch falſe Prot 
feſſors, that would forſake his Church, in 
all the ſucceeding Ages of it; that his lick I 
Flock, which faithfully adhered to Him, 
might never be Eee from the ſmall- 
neſs of their Number to aſſemble themſelves 
together in his Name, He makes this gra- 
cious Promiſe, to two or three, the leaſt 
N ſet that could ſo meet together. I 


Let u chen hold faſt the Profeliton of 


our Faith Without wavering, - for He 5 
faithfu 


1 


3 


ithful ue, — . if. Wei eſire 
zoſe ſanctifying Gifts of the Holy Spirit, 8 
ithout which we can do nothing which;is 
dod, nor move one Step towards Heaven; 
us not forſake the aſſembling of «Mike 
Ives together, but wait for the lovi 
indneſs of Go, in the midſt of his Temple: 
us wait there, with Patience 1 Con: | 
Wancy, like the poor impo 
1 *IY IX Betheſday, for the r moving of the 
vaters, that fo all the inward. Maladies, | 
nd Diſtempers of our Hearts may be healed; * 
et us wait there, till the ſouth Wind bla 0 
pon our Garden, that the Spices thereoßf 
ay flow out, till the 1 of our Souls 


omes into his Garden, and 2 — ö 
Fruit, Cant. iv. 16. And certainly, nene 
rhat underſtand the Value of thoſe + 

Bleflings which the 1255 Spirit there di: 
2 Ae and . diſtributeth ſeverally, as He 
willeth, can be content to n 5. Ban : 


of them. e ttt 4 


I ſhall now conſider more DER che 97 
ſeveral Parts of the excellent Service rr 
Church, in order to make it ſtill more exi: 
dent, that i it is really a 1755 deſirable Pri- 
vilege, as well as a t Dutn 
to frequent the ology "The ſeveral Parts 

then, of which the publick Service of our 


Church does C are full and * * 
2 reckoned 


. 
_— 
— 
—_ 


nsr bis and Danger ,, | 

_— in the Exhortation, that moſt i 
Introduction to divine Wor- 
E 1 in the Beginning of Morning 
and Evening Service; where we may find 
ow reduced to the following Particulars: 


Fina, The humble Confellion. ef ed | 
Sins to Gop Almighty, and the begging 
his gracious Pardon. - Now, however black 
Fs 1 diſmal an Exerciſe this may appear to 

ſome, to retire into their own Breaſts, and De. 
Tee how their Accounts ſtand bet wixt G 0» | fr 
and themſelves, yet the humble Penitent W 
finds this the only ſovereign Method of anc 
healing thoroughly all the inward Maladies WW 
and Diſtempers. of his Soul; of eaſing and 
removing, x 20 moſt unſupportable Tor- 
ment, the Pangs of à guilty- Conſcience, 
and reſtoring him to perfect Peace and Tran- 
quility of Mind. This then is one Inſtance 
of that great Happineſs which every Chriſ- 
tian enjoys, that duly and conſtantly at- 
tends the publick "irs of our Church; 
if he draws near to the Throne of Gop's 
heavenly Grace, and with a pure Heart 
and humble Voice joins with his Miniſter, 
in that general Confeſſion, ſet down in our 
Common Prayer Books at the Beginning 
of Morning and Evening Service; if he 
chere confeſſes, with Shame and Sorrow, 
that he hath left undone thoſe TR TON 
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= ought to have mn and done thoſe 
TL hings which he ought not to have done; 
Ind begs of Gop to have Mercy upon him, 
Wccording to his Promiſes in Jxsvs CHRISsT 
dur Saviour; if he humbly. implores the 
divine Aſſiſtance, to enable him hereafter, 
ro lead a godly, righteous, and ſober Life; 
Wreſolving at the ſame Time, to uſe his own 
beſt Endeavours for that Purpoſe; then will 
our gracious GoD,- who defireth not the 
Deathof a Sinner, but rather that he may turn 
from his Wickedneſs and live, p and 
abſolve him from all his Sins, how — 
and great ſoever they be: Accordingly, he 
hath given Power and Commandment to 
his Miniſter, to pronounce his 
Pardon to every ſuch humble Penitent; to 
declare in his Name, That Gov 17 
and abſolveth all thoſe that truly tepen 
and unfeignedly his Hol 
And now, this by Jay convin 
all thoſe of their Sin 5 Folly, "who come 
not to Church at the Beginning of divine 
Service; and fo by no not joining in the general 
Confeſſion, loſe their Part in the Abſolution 
that follows itz and thereby deprive their 
Souls of a Bleſſing, "infinitely 3 _ 
all this World. can beſtow upon the em. 


' SrconLy, Another End; or Para = 
divine Service, is to lay —_— —— 3 
Ore 


WO our Almighty. and moſt ert 


wood think, who own an Almighty over- 
„ le Neat: caneot nektitioad 
| begging, through the ſame all- po 


w_ Eaſe, Pleaſure and-Proſperity: they at 
preſent enjoy; 55 and the Supply ut: N my 


2 10 Sin od Danger ” Eh 


Father; to make our humble Application 
to Him, for a Supply . of, ſack good 
Things, as his infinite Wiſdom knows con: 
venient for us, with Reſpect to this, and a 
future. Life. And none ſure, who believe 
and hope for Heaven and eternal Happi> 
neſs, can complain of this as an hard or 
difficult Exerciſe, only with anhearty Ear- Wl 
neſtneſs and Sincerity to beg of Go», for 
the Sake of his only begotten; Son, who 
hath j urchaſed and prepared thoſe heavenly 
ions, ſafely to conduct them thither, 
by ſuch Methods as ſeem beſt to his infinite 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs. N ay none, one 


pang 5 Providence here below, which not- 
ding the Plots and Deſigns laid and 


of all Things; none I ſay, one 2 ink, 
who conſiders this, : ſhould be bac ward in 


Mediator, Protection from thoſe Dangers 
and Difficulties they are every Moment ob- 
noxious. to, and Deliverance from thoſe 
they lie under; with the Continuance of 


ae want. 


wren; the 6 Pad 1 Srviee, &e. 21 | 


| Were all Chip ns Area [IR 55 
ould certainly obtain Riches and Honour, 
Wd every Thing elſe which this World ac- 

nts pleaſant or defireable, only by j Join- 
g heartily 1 in the Prayers of the Church, 
believe our Churches would be better 
ld than they uſually are: But what Aſ- 
Wirance parc you have of this, O ye of 
N ctle Faith? Does not our Lonb Himſelf 
cure you in his Goſpel, that if two of 
ou ſhall agree on Earth, as touching any 
Thing that they ſhall aſk, it ſhall” be done 

or them of his Father which is in fe Fl 
WY ou may therefore obtain all this, as far 

Ws Gop ſees fit; that is, as far as is really 
he beſt and moſt convenient for Jou. Nay, 
ou may obtain What infinitel y more, 
nd better than all this, by Joining, heartily 


WG o »'s Holy Spirit, and A fire? 1 0.1 
Title to the ingdom of een, N 


And now this, ale muſt be granted 
by all to be a moſt eafy and happy Em ploy- 
ment; this I ſay, makes o great; a Parr of 
divine Worſhip, as to give Deng nee 
to the Whole, thi frequenitly expreſſed by 
publick Prayers: And if we 14817 conſider 
the Nature of r and the Sean tneſs of 

that 


| 
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5 certainly allow it to be a very great Hap: 


our Mouths, and letting our Hearts be 
| Jeſty of Heaven, any Thing that is trifling, 


- thoſe holy Affections of Fear, Love, Gra- b 


Praiſe, and 3 to 80 D, for his 


| higheſt Rank and Order of cis 


* l that we are allowed 10 in 


BP. * Sin _ ven 8 
that G05 who is the Object of it, we ed 


pineſs, that we have a beautiful and en 
cellent 15. y, compiled for that Pur: 
poſe by and wide Men; whereby we 
are the fn ſecured from being raſh with 


haſty to utter before the tremendous Ma. 


improper, or indecent, and the better en · I 
abled to raiſe, and keep up in our Souls, 


titude, Truſt, Reſignation, and the like; 
which conſtitute the true ne We üp 


rnit, Ape part of — Wor: 
ſhip is, to render and ow all Honour, 


infinite Glories an 1. e 
in the Creation, Ed oem and Re: 
emption of the World; and for all his 
fercies and Favours beſtowed on us in 
particular: And now, this is the Imploy- 


ment of Cherubims - and Se raphins,. 


with all the heavenly Holt, are evermore 
praiſing Gop, and ſaying, Holy, holy, holy, 
.0&D Gov of Hoſts; and ſhall not we, 
uſt and Aſhes! eſteem it an high Favour . 


5 


3 
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ch this heavenly Choir, in ſo noble 3 
Worthy an Employment; but baſely and 
. gratefully draw back and murmur, and 
. pine againſt Go D Himſelf, for requiring 
o of us; and at his Miniſters for prefling 
= urging us to it? D 
be eat and glorious in itſelf, but full of the 
Ma- igheſt Delight and Pleaſure, . appears, in 
g, Wat thoſe glorious Spirits reap their chiel 
. Jappineſs, which is as full poly COM 
WS their Natures, will allow of, from this 
ra- leſſec Employment; and that it might 
tous is plain, inaſmuch as Truth itſelf is 
very agreeable, and acceptable to our 
0 05 and l 7-5 Hin 
inds with a of the F 
Viſdom, and e of Gon: who is 7 — 
ountain of all Truth, muſt be ſo too; 
ſpecially if we conſider Him, at the ſame 
ime, as our great Be 
us the moſt entire Love and Good Will; 
and then for the exerting of 1 in 
Expreſſions of Gratitude, and t S * 
our Thankfulneſs for 5 zenef 
from ar this is * 


— of GO ene o* 8 
hs which, 


which; 45 is Sales up a great « Patt df thi 
Happ inefs of the. A . Saints 1 
c Heaven ſo it is the beſt 287 wee 2 
| | What 1. tes Jak obleried of thoſe de 
Ughtful Duties of Praiſe and Thankſgiving 
may, in a more eſpecial Manner be applied 
to oe holy Sacrament of the Logy* $ 5 


ful Commem oration of the infini 
Love fe our dear Redeemer; and the Meat 
inted by Himfelf of conveying to us, 
a Kachel Pledge to aſſure us of thoſe 
great Bleſſings of Pardon, Grace, and Sal. Priſo 
vation, which He purchaſed for us, at theſſ given 
Price of his own moſt precious Blood; it] he is 
makes us Partakers of the Merits of CuRkISr what 
crucified, and unites us to CRRIST raiſed I inthe 
Bl. from the Dead, and glorified : And ſurely, 
if any Man love not the Lox D JesvsCurnsr, 
and will not praiſe Him for his Goodnels, 
and declare the Wonders that He hath done 
_ for the Children of Men, by * Fer. 
formance of 'this moſt advantageous! 
delightful Duty, he muſt be im a Condi 
not to be mentioned dee 
Horror, he miſt be a moſt miſerebleabcurſe 
Creature; he muſt be! Harb; far. 
9 L "Cor. Xi a why en u 


Saas 


oming to Church, is to get Information c 
dur Duty, what it is that Gon requires o 
s: And this is to he done by: giving | lili- 
gent Attention to the Word of G op, read 


thaſe Inſtructions and Directions we- meet 


the fore- mentioned Parts of this Duty 
with a right Temper and Hiſpoſi 


ful to us, as it is to a por cendenined 
Priſoner, to liſten and attend to Direction 
given him for avoiding thoſe Punichn 

he is ſentenced to undergo. II 18; 
what rare Entertainment we may meet 


inthe Houſe of Gon, if we do not alle 8 
and careleſly deprive ourſelves of it. LE 
| thoſe then, that, fl ainment, 
that wilfully turn their Backs LEN Go 0d. | 


ht this Ent 


Service, — 55 forſake the 


themſelves together in b Klong ES. 


let them conſider how. great an Injury they 


do to themſelves, as well as Diſnonour to 
Almighty Gos that e 


vice, they, forſake their ow 


that Food of An 


1 The 8 2 kult Ead of cou 


and explained to us, and that with full Pur» | 
poſe and Reſolution to apply and practiſe 


ith there: And this now, did we perform 


ition of 
Mind, this would be as pleaſant and delight- 


ſin againſt their own Souls; that they de: . 
prive themſelves of that ab Manna, ; 


Hearts of all good Peop le, nd ed 
with} un Kab and full of Glory; th 
ert ef from . 


5 | | of Dewan 2 and go to their heaventl 
b +: Father} to give unto the Lo RU the Glorf 
* due unto his Name, by ee Hi 


5 - 
b 3 * 255 ö 
2 in the Beauty of Holineſs. Lak aan 
Ha — 3 2 7 5 
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3 If they thus iſhew: themſelves ready W 9: 
7 willing eo return to their Duty, Gow wil 
$ a * n the Power and Will to perform 


5 ma humble themſelves vers before Him 
«day Phy and vit 


} 2 Folly e nets, 5 
woſe Things, which, by all the Ties of 
Due Intereſt, and Gratitude, they ought 
ebene chen will our Almighey and 
_ merciful Father have Compaſſion on 

em, for as his Majeſey is, fo is his Men 
ts will POM: me the Mer them 
| #4 e Me 


aging the „Nenne Service, dec. 


W their former Negligence, t 1 

| iligence to make their Ca | | d 

n ſure, He will confirm and 19 =” 
em in all Goodneſs, with the rene E 
d ſanctifying Graces of his Holy $} irit 
d in the bleſſed Paths of Truth an Ho- 
neſs, conduct them ſafe to — in 
fingdom. * 3 5 


But let tne ever be mindful of da im; 

ortant Truth, that their Zeal for the pub- 
ick Worſhip and Service of G'op muſt bear 
due Proportion to the Greatneſs of the 
leſſings that are there conferred upon them. 

And this indeed, is a Truth that deſerves 
to be well confidered by every Chriſtian; 
for as our Happineſs is very great vhen we 
perform this Duty in Humility and Sincerity, 
as I hope I have already proved, and as all 
muſt acknowledge whoſe Hearts are right 
towards G op, and who worſhip Him in 
Spirit and in Truth; ſo we cannot expect | 
too great a Zeal for this Duty. Our 5 
for Go 's publick Worſhip qught to be as 
boundleſs as Gop Himfelf, who is the Ob- 
ject of our Worſhip and Adoration and we 
can never arrive at that Height of Zeal for 
Gop's Service, but we ſhall ſtill find Reaſon 
for our riſing higher: But however, ever 
Man that values the Favour of Gov, as" 7 
his own eternal * muſt enn 
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Buſineſs or Intereſts; ſo that whenever thei 


of Bulineſs as an Excuſe for omitting this 


yet, in P/al, cxxii. 1. we find him ſpeak- 
56 us go into the Houſe of the U 


from the Jebaſites, or at his Return thither 


77 r 9 - n 
” 1 8 
< 7 
#7 * 


much Zeal for God's publick Wente 
will make him prefer that before any worldh 


come in Com etition, and claſh with hi 
Duty, when he cannot attend them -and 
divine Service at the ſame Time, the latter 
is to be preferred, excepting only in Caſe 
of abſolute and unavoidable Nas 8 o 
in Caſes of great Charity and Mercy. 


" Might any be allowed to plead Throng 
Duty, much more might holy David, who 


had the Weight and Care of a great King- 
dom continually prefling upon him; and 


thus, I was glad when they 2 ne, 
ine ay, 


If we 9 the Time when he wr 
that Pſalm, which was either at hls 
ſettling at Feru/alem, upon his taking it 


after his Baniſhment, occaſioned by the un- 


natural Rebellion of his Son A ſalom, We bre 
cannot but ſuppoſe him, upon either ol M 
theſe Occaſions, buſily employed, either in C0 
eſtabliſhing his Kingdom as at the fi Go 


reforming and ſettling Things right. again, E 
4 his eturn; = yet, in the Multitude 7 
his Thoughts beſtowed on Haſs ſo great 
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firs; he no ſooner receives 


\ 


Th Wd important Affairs, 
ie 8 Wopreffion! of his Subjects good In- 

inations to gouf to worſhip God in his 
Wnctuary, but all theſe worldly Thoughts 
ad Cares vaniſhed immediately, as the 

tars at the Appearance of the Sun; and his 
ious Soul was ſo entirely taken up with the 
Proſpect of that Plgaſure and Delight he 
7as then going to enjoy in the Service of 
is Go b, as to leave no Room for ſuch 
dean Thoughts as thoſe were, which con- 
erned his earthly Kingdom; and in that 
divine Rapture he penned the above · men- 
zoned Pim, extolling the Glory and 
Honour which redounded even to Jeruſa- 
lem, upon its being pitched on for the Place 
where this heavenly Exerciſe was to be per- 
formed: Nor was this any ſudden Tran- 
ſport, any unuſual extraordinary fit of De- 
votion, but che conſtant Frame and Temper 
of his Ming, as is plain, in that upon 4 
Occaſions he diſcovers the ſame throughout 
the Book of Pfſalms; as where he ſpeaks * 
thus, As the Hart panteth after the Water-. 
brooks, ſo panteth my Soul after thee, O Gol! * 
My Soul thirſteth for God, for the living © 
God? Pſal. xhii:r,2. And again, Pſal.xxxiv. 
1,2: How amiable are "thy Tabernatles, 0 
Lord of Hoſts !' My Soul longeth, ved, even” 
fainteth for the, Courts of the Lord; ] 

„1 10 | . 


2 


| 155 eee that Gop: now requires 
at our Hands: And if Gop was pleaſed 


30 | he pan Prior fs, w 7X 
Heart and Bib crieth- out or the i 2 1 
Gad: , Verſe 285 22 
thy 4 is better than a T. and; Il 
rather be a Door-keeper in the Houſe of 
God, than to dwell in the Ts: of Winks 
hut $5 1177 ns If 


"This; great Example one e | 
ſhould be ſufficient to confront: that, cle | 
= eerst * Coldneſs and Ia- 

. C People of this. Age are 

Nel to diſcover, with Kher if the 
Worſhip of Go p: For as the Na- 
n eee is now more | 
revealed by Ixsus CHRIST, whom He hath 
ſentz $6 1 ou of Gon under the 

Goſſ perfect than it was under 
8 'Gov.. was: then. worſhipped. in 
Types and Shadows, but now in Spirit 
and in Truth. The Offerings that wete 

then made to Him were dead Balis ad 
Goats, but thoſe that are ] made to Him 
by us Chriſtians, are ourſelves, our on 
Hearts and Lives: The Incenſe that we 
now burn, is that of fervent Prayer, and 
the Duty of Praiſe and Thankſgiving; ww. 


duell in the Jewiſh Tabernacle and Temple, 
by his glorious: Preſence over the Mercy 
* ä in gur 

FAR \_ _ Chriſten 


 Neghing the Public ri, © 1 


our "Shia himſelf aſſures us in the 
ace before cited, Where two or three are 
bered:together in my Name, there am J 
the midſt of n If therefore, holy 


avid was ſo zealous for the OE 
ob, required by the Law of Aofes, which 
as but a carnal Ordinance, and had on 
Shadow: of good Things to come; 
hat affectionate Zeal ſhould. we mn 
Nur grateful Senſe of the mighty Favour we 
hriſtians enjoy, of S Cop ac · 
Wording to the Truth of the C and 
vith ſuch ſpiritual Sacrifices as are accept» 
able to Him by Jesvs CHRISπ S K Pur il. g. 
certainly, he. ſame Zeal: for the publick 
Worſhip. of G © D, which David 10: _ 
expreſſes, is a Duty i nt upon 

Chriſtians, . a neceſſary Condition of their 
Acceptance with Gopy And E ſhall now 


very End and Deſign of Religion; and 
TRIIA Dy, From thoſe Declarations of 


50h Scoipnite,. Whig ou ns to be our 
1 1 . 


7 
a 


ciſtion Atſemblies; by his: Holy Spint; 


endeavour to prove it to be ſo Ane : 
Equity: of itz 82 dos, — the | 


* 3 rien 
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: (Fan n, This Zeal for Gov's 8 1 
lick Service is a very reaſonable Duty; i 
is nothing but what we muſt: own © and 
acknow highly agreeable” to that No- 


tion we have of Gop's Perfections to exact | 


of us: Nay, it is nothing but what we our. 
ſelves, in like Circumſtances, 2 
from each other. I. have already : 
appear from a brief e yu l 
to do at Church, that. our Employment 
there is ſo ſuited: and adapted to our rational 
Nature, as to entertain all its Powers with 
the moſt delightful ſatisfactory Pleaſure: I. 
it not therefore highly reaſonable for us, if 
not out of our own Intereſt, yet in Defe- 
rence to Him, who hath been 7 
Pleaſed to make ſuch Proviſion. for our 
appineſs, to accept it with all im 


e and Thankfolneſs? For, to make tho 


Caſe our own, if any of us, out of an en- 
tire Love and Affection to our Friends, 
ſhould ſpare neither Coſt nor Pains to pro- 
vide the greateſt Daintics and Delicacies to 
entertain 3 withal, and they ſhould flight 
and neglect our Invitation; or immediately 
before they come, fill themſelves wit 


coOoarſe Fare or mean Traſh; fo as to have 


no Appetite nor Reliſh for what was pre- 
'F with ſo much Care, ſhould'not we 
think ourſelves ill requited for our Kind- 
nels ? 1 is e Our gra- 
EY cious 


1 * 


7 $a 
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ous LozD. hath provided this bepveply | 
mployment, to entertain and 7 
gbleſt Fogg lieh Mong 4 45 — 
e are apt to gat ot it, to ent 
* e any trivial Occaſion; or if 

re e do come, it is after our Minds have 
een ſo wholly taken up with ſenſual Plea- 
res and worldly Projects, as that they arc 
erfectly indiſpoſed for ſuch a ſpiritual Ex- 
Wrciſe; and whilſt, we worſhip God. with 
our Lips, « our. Hearts are far fr rom Him. 8 - 


82 conDLY, The Conſideration of the 
ery End and Deſign of Religion will con- 
vince us of the Neceſſity of having this 
Zeal for the Worſhip and Service of To Ds. 
Which I have been now preg for the 

Deſign of Religion is to oppoſe thoſe Pre- 
Wudices and Difficulties Mankind labours 
under,. in this imperfe&t State; for whereas, 
human Souls, if we look upon them as 
they are in the lves, 2 1 l im- 


ko. W485; 


and moſt agireabl to el Nature, em- 4 
ployed in the Condemplation of the moſt 
glorious Fruths, and in the Choice of the 
moſt pal yg Good; buys Fea | FOR 
nations of the againſt the 
2 Keren e from the 1 — of our 

arents, together with the Prejudices \ 
of Education, our * born Infants, and 


 Impreffions of Senſe, de 


34. © The Sin and Danger of 
ſo for many Yeats wholly governed g 


7 " 
iy debate and 
weaken the nobler Faculties of eie Mind 
and incline us to take up with the por and 
mean Entertainment we meet with here, 
from the Things of this World, "theſe be. 
ing become familiar to us, rather than: arch 
for à more rational, ſatisfactery Pleaſure, 
in the untrodden Paths of Virtue: Non Four 
Souls being thus in Danger of degenerating 
from the Rank of wiſe and rational Beings, 
to ſuch a beutiſh Senſuality, Religion comes 
mto our Aſſiſtance, and diſcovers a won- 
derful Scene of Things to 'employ our 
Thoughts; preſcribes ſuch Rules and Mea: 
ſures as will not fail to ſet us fight, if ve 
carefully obſerve them; and then propoſes 
ſuch forcible Motives and dene 
as, notwithſtanding their former Prej udices, 


ive them infinitely: the better 0 "Viet: 4 _ 
Now unleſs theſe have Toglong engaged us Ws, 
in the Practice of Virtue, as'that our Judg- nis 
ments are fully and clearly informed of the Fat 
real Worth wa 'Excellency of thoſe Colirſes, Sell 
and our Wills and Affections fo far influ- Go 

_ enced by them, as that we can take Pl afuri Rei 
4nd Delight therein, Religion hath not 5 che 
had its intended Effect upon « dor Mi as. cha 
"7, HIRDLY, What alone r = 


ol the Neceflity of this zealous abe 
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op, cork dications we ha 
f the divine Will and — concerns | 
ng this Particular in holy Scripture 3," wok — 
hus in the Old Pane, We 2 A. | 
nighty Go p by his Prophets 5 
plaining of the unworthy 


People the Jets for all Ui _ pots | 


iverances wrought. fo dag pots 

hey grew. weary of de, and of 
ſolemn Times ſet apart: for: it, wiſhing 

he New-Moons and the Sabbaths over, 


That be hathed — or ang ſucks — : 
unwilling Services; © that à Sucriſice offered 
with ſuch a liftleſs Mi nd, was 1 Him"as 
the cutting off 4 Dog's Neth, Ia. bevi. 3. 
And in the Neo Teſt: ment, we find o 
bleſſed Saviour evermore N alous' for the 7 
p and Ser ice pf Go he made 3 


his Meat and Dini 


Father's: Will; he drove the Buyers and 
Sellers out of the Temple, the Place 'of 3 
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an: ae And this s he did wi 
ſo much Warmth and Earneſtneſs, that it 
put his Diſciples in mind of that Paſſagęe in 
Pſal. lxix. g. The Zeal of thine Houſe bath: 
eaten me up. And after our LoRD'S A 
cenſion into Heaven, we find his Apoſtles 
copying after his great Example; St Luke 
XXIV. 53. For they were continually in tht 
Temple, praiſing and bleſſing God. The pri- 
mitive Chriſtians likewiſe expreſſed the ſame 
earneſt Zeal for, the Worſhip: and Service 
of Gor; it was their diſtinguiſhing Mark 
and Character (as I obſerved above) that 
they continued ſtedfaſtly: in the Apoſtles 
Doctrine and Fellowſhip, and in breaking 
of Bread, and in Prayers: Let us likewiſe, 
aſter theſe great Examples, be evermore 
zealous for the Worſhip and Service of 
our Gop: Let us not deprive ourſelves: al 
the Comfort and Hap pineſs of oup Rel i 
by negl-Ringand deſpiſingthis great Duty 
but. eſteeming it an eminent Favour. and 
Privilege to be admitted into the ſpecial 
Preſence of the Almighty, who hath Heaven 
or! his 8 and the Earth for his. Foot- 
5 Joy to „et! 
give al 15 . to Tae ſelves 


woe 
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atly Mis bee to enter into — 
h Thankſgiving, and into his Courts 
h Praiſe; ſo ſhall we advance the Ho- 

ur of our Gov, and He —— 
appineſs of us his People; He will ſend 
Help from the Sanctuary, and ſt 

out of Zion; we ſhall be abundantly: 
isfied with the Fatneſs of his Houſes: 
d He will make us drink ne 


s Pleaſures. e TR » 


I ſhill now 3 che nina Than 
ces which the Deſpiſers of Gop*s publick 
orſnip are Wee 6 in their on 
. aeg eceſſary 


FixsT, And the firſtthat l. ſhall mention 
taken from the ill Lives of ſome that do 
equent Go ps Houſe and Service: Aſk” 


ſince i 
r as n. as v 1 dee 


eln ＋ a x 1 £4 
— 
T : 


Gerin lic = — — 
Par ORE cumftan and ould noe 


upon dhe Bank of Ruin 3 yo dertain it i 
that ſuch-as pretend to honour Gol Wit 
their Lips, while their Hearts are far fro 
Him, do but mock Him, and thereby in 
5 creaſe his Anger; and by thus giving Of | 
fence to their Ne ighbours by their cCancain as 
Lives, tile they pretend to ſerve and wo 
ſhip. Gon, hay incur t ful W 
againſt chat Man, by — — Offene £ 
cometh, St Matt. xviii. 7. But. then, ii 
_ do thus lead wicked Lives, whi ether f 
3 nent - God; publick Worthip,// this s 
nocjaſk Excuſe for en to on excl on 


God's s Ordinances, the r —— 
vi. becauſe they abuſe them. Let us but 
uſe them rightly, and we ſhall finc.than 


| really — 2 the Means 
Souls: Let rhaſe chem tut 
urge che wicked Live of bt that com | 


ber nin * this certain Truth, 
that there is this material Difference betwin 
thoſe wicked People that come-to- Chu h. 
and thoſe that. ſtay away the former 


Nrkenf the ubli d, Kc. 30 
Ire 1 Salvation; but che latter Sort 
yer can become better; ie ig as impoſſible 
ſhould, as for # dead Man; by his'own | 
rengeh, to raiſe himſelf to Liſe again; 
reject all thoſe Means Which 305 
th appointed, whereby to bring the | 
erlaſting Happineſs; and therefore 
-Necellity be loft and undone for ever 
YO GS SONG 25 mans. 00; 1 
SECONDEY, Serie are apt to'think the * 
Ives good Chriſtians, and to hope ver 
ell of their eternal State and Cont 
e Arr World, if they are dur ſeber uch 
rate in their Lives, — and honeſt 
the Dealings, and p Wold oa 
mongſt their Neighbo eh 
ame Time, they © Aker”? Kon 
oly Name, nor his Word; ni - 
abbaths, nor reverence | his" 
but ſlight his Ordinances; deſpi his ct 44 G 
ents, , and diſregard —ͤ—ͤ— — * 
themfclves with obſerving thoſe Duties tha 
relate to themſelves ad the eigh 550 
but taking no Notice of the Duties that” 
owing to Gop: — But 1 1 chat ſuch oh 8 
may no longer de pon falſe curity, 
there is no Peace | 
conſider, ' ar 25 n a 
perde Wer the Sake ef Nis Heath i, 0 | 
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THIRD LY; r of - theſe Xx * 
ersof the —.— Dane the — 


of nk they can impre — 
vit 10 =. ome, by reading: * 
nu joining in our Sublicle Altem Bur 
d, ſuch miſtaken People — do welt | 
conſider, that the great End of our re- 
zious Aſſemblies is to worſhip God ; to 
nfeſs our Sins to Him with lowly, peni-- 
t, and obedient Hearts; to render” 
— for the great Benefits which we 
we received at his Hands; to ſet forth 
s moſt worthy Praiſe, and jointly to aſc 
joſe Things which are requiſite and ne- 
ary, both for our 1 as 
ell as to hear. Gov's hoh Wor 
hen we join with dur Chriſtia 
oing all this in God's own Houſe, « 'AC= 
ording to his Command, with devout and 
aithful Hearts, our bleſſed LoR D will 
ome amongſt us, and give us his Bleſſings. 
ut if we refuſe to do this, Tm on 
ouragement to for _ one 
romiſed by — holy "Ne 
f we really expect God's: 
ut which, _ the. res 


nces can profit. us any Thing 3-if, 14 — 


— 


8 S a 
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we really expect Ban 8 's Blefling, we md 
ſcek it in G vis own Way, that is. by dy 
ing what He commands, by o obferying þ 
inanc and conſequently, by fre cull 
ing his publick - Worſhip, whenever. 
or his Church requires ũs 5 e 
them indeed, we may juſtly. hope | for 
Rleſſing; for thus He promil 
Exod: x ina. Aral: Placer thorns 
my Nase, I will come ng yrs wi 


in the Publick Service of his: n 
vainl IG can employ — 
— at Fam WE. ATC: 111 ile med 


Tron — in a Conditia 
moſt. gr ir ne war in all _ ty 
even in a Condition approaching near ta i 
dreadful Deom. of 4 ares. eee! 
ebe eee Miſery. 7. Ny wt r 
42 ei a . | 
38 Thi le Tran. we die sage f hy 
_ Apoſtle, Heb. x. 26, 27. Fur f we 
- , wilfully,. aſta that we bave'.received 5 
F n there remaineth u 
4 hong but 4 Nr 


62 


E 


Nuke the Pu li 
ns xs Bui of i; that there remains wot 
\ore Sacrifice for Sin to fuch, but 2 fear- | 
looking for of Judgn | 
is is a Sin which ap proaches near to itt 
or that cauſal Partiels Wer ] in the Begin- 
g of the 26th Verſe, plainly joins it with; 
at which went before, and ſhews, | this 

ful. Judgment is there denous 
Motive to engage us to take — falls, 
vg into that Sin, N he had 
re us In An 8 the; Sith: 


h perple 
ns, WO have: fillen UC 
fter —_— 12 * — 


betour ro ſhew what appcars to 
he true Im ning þ 


| > writes s this Epiſtle) lay at 

FThae — a ſharp and ſevere erotic n 
_ inflicted upon them by thoſe 1 
Jews amongſt . they lived: 
Storm had cauſed ſome to make Shipwr 
of their Faith, by openly noche l 
ſacred Name, to een they had given up 
themſelves. Others, though they had „ 
proceeded ſo far as to turn open Ape 

ad yet withdrawn themſelves from the 
ſemblies of their Fellow- Chriſtianz, 
togetlier for the ſolenm Worthip of 'Goul 
for fear of ſuffering Perſecution on that Ar: 
count. The Apoſtle therefore ſends thi 

Epiſtle to thoſe who ſtill continued faithful} 

to exhort them to hold faſt their Profeſſion 

to the End; m making uſe of do diene 
Sorts of Motives to this Pur | 
former, to encourage them patiently | 
fer whatever their Adverſaries ſhould: inf 
upon them for the Name of CHA 137; 
dran from the Conſideration of the EX 
cellency of the Chriſtian Religion; in Re- 
pect of its Author, the eternal Son of Gov, 


ſettle and eſt⸗ ſeabliſh rg the World; in Re. 
| ſpect of is Holineſs and Purity, W 


* 2 
N 


furt the Public Jer vic „Kc. 46 
ad the Ceremonial Law in Regen 
rich ande precious Promiſes contain 
and the like: The latter, to deter — 
om renouncing their Faith for fear of ſuf- 
Wing for it, taken from the Conſideration 
thoſe dreadful. Puniſnments to be: in- 
ted on them by the divit dane 
ſpiſed ſo, great Salvation; as far beyond 
— the Deſpiſers of Mo es: S Law Were to | 
| : fer, as the Author: and Founder of their 

ich was above him. So that the chief 
— and Deſign of this Epiſtie is to wa 
d caution the Hebrew Chriſtians; to whom. ; 
was ſent, to beware of two Things firlt, 


WM turning Apoſtates, or renouneing their 

7 ith; ſccondly, of deſertingthe — 

eit. by eating, the aſſembling of them 

oy lyes together. In. Oppoſition r dhe. ; 

ful f theſe, he exhorts them, per 2:3»: 70. bold. 

/ tbe Profeſſion of | their Faith . without 

oe" cring 3 I againſt the latt 

em, ver. 25. 101 to eee the aſſembling 

** themſelves together : An 5 — E 
tely ſubjoins thoſe terrible. ds. before | 


nentioned, t nk FCC- DO the. fore going 


\dmonitions. - by ; 111 4} 1:08 5k 0 


he Faith of pol hop chroug ; 
uffering for it: And he who doch this: * 
ouneing that which he: f * 


'. 1 82 8 Kr ; 
e SP. 


r dur HATE 
for of Judgment, and oy Todd | 
Simcr he Knows there is Keyes 1 | 


by 1 tbe faved, Publ Nato 
he hath renounced. --And fecondati 5 Wn | 
are to underſtand this of the Sisi of fo if 
ing the aſſembling of ourſelves 't 1 
this is a ſecret and implicit deſerting of l 
Faich, and in the Opinion of the A poſth 
the nent Degree to it; it being improbib 
hat he who hath already renounced 
publick Profeſſion of his Faith through Fig 
mould be backward to renounce his Fail 
| ns if under ſome ſevere 33 1. * 
be quired. *p: 08 fey aga 1-th 


ee e na e 
any Difference betwirt the forſaleing d 
aſſembling. -ourſelyes togethet N an 1 


Liberty, ache lar — be thoſk nexcuF 
able, where the publick Worſhip of Gol 
is neglected without any ſuch Tempt 
from Fear eee tor 1 it. te. 


* 44 now wouũ thoſe thi i orfake” 
ablick- Aſſemblies read over theſe fearſi 
Words, and ſeriouſly conſider 1 

— re concerned in them, how a 


== ch eee an pints 
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| Nite date bu e . a 


ate deſcribed in them; they could not 
rtainly Joreive: 1 with the vain 
of ſerving Gop acceptably.at Home, 
he they wilfully negle& the publick Ser- 
ice of his Charchs — 8 
aſte to eſcape his Vengeance, by con 
ig no longer in 23 
acquence of wee" * Lok E We 
Wcadly. | . 


But further, checks! * 6 hs | 
ord and Worſhip, - that 3 | 
ng of, commonly go farther; they fet up 
or r Criticks, and take upon them to judge 
nd cenſure their Teachers; and if they are 
ot ſuch as will gratify their itching Ears 
vith Novelties, or p re and 
peak Peace to their Conſciences when chere 
$no Peace: Eder haveteoadech ont: 
g Words of Man's Wiſdom, and cannot 
8 ilpenſe with the popular Ways of infinuat- 
ng and winding thernſelves into Mens Fa- 
your, being not ſo deſirous to pleaſe them, 
to do them Good: I fay, it er Teach- 
ns be ſuch as theſe, t are 
preſently offended, andfall away: 
deed it is no Wonder, that the | 
Goſpel, in this d Irrupted 
Age of the Church, Thoukd mere: with Men 
of ſuch untractable and cenſorious Spirits, 
hey ince our great Lox Dp and Maſter, che 


abe | _ 


14 


9 Guides would do well to conſider, that hox 


Knowledge, that they | thought, themlep 


 Gov's Word to ke the Ke e 


entertained of them, Fer they ak are the Per! 


i inveſted : 
come as it were, the Mouth of the Con ſee, 


7 r * 6: > Ht ba ng "I * 2 - 
oth ids ei 7 4 _ : 
+ EN I * NS 
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* 


The ane an — a ; 6, | 


met y 
of their own Parts 3 


4 Devil, and if mad 1 (ſaid- che Ph baril | 
2 ye him? John x. 20. And ſoon 

Apoſtles alſo with ſuch Deſpiſers | 
* Word and Doctrine, though d | 
were endowed with the Sa Gi. .. 
and Graces of the Holy Spirit. The grail 
Apoſtle: of the Gentiles. (St Paul himſel 
did not eſcape theſe Cenſurers: Bs anon 1 
us of ſome who ſaid, bat his badily.Pr 
Sence was weak, and his Speech conte 
Zible, 2 Cor. x. 1 Wy cannot therefqt 
ſeem ſtrange. to the preſent. Miniſters. d 


But now theſe Deſpiſers of their ſpixi 
mean ſoever an Opinion they may bag 


ſons to whom the immediate Care and Con ther 
duct of their Souls is jo by te Fell 
grea Biſhop, and Paſtor of them, Canin and“ 
7S 3. oni ms ; and allowing what his cha s 1 
iſhops do: That they hare upor 

received atrucand al 5] Commiſſion fron Ml Fait 


CarisT to gr reach the Word; that they ar 8 
Authority from above, to be fore; 


gregation commitred to them; "to 11 


1 . im fo publ. 
Tame of their great T4 5 Ann alen to 
l penitent Believers, the Remiſſion and 
orgiveneſs of Sins to adminiſter the Sa- 
raments to thoſe, ho are r rightly diſpoſed 
receive the ſame; and in a Word „to 
orm what other Offices belong 10 heir | 
cred Function: They would do well alſo 
> conſider; that the Power and Efficacy 
f-the che Wer and other. publick Means of 


Ron neither u pon the Know- 
edge. Jos ger 


7 of - the Miniſter, but: pro- 3 
| — from pod free Bounty and Goc zeſs 4 
e Gov; for whoever may plant, tis G © _ 

one that gives the Increaſe; who. never ö 

ich holds his Bleſſings from thoſe, Who 


ome to his Ordinances with Iearts duly 
pre pared and fitted to recei) e it. And 
laſtly y, they, would do well to conſider the 
ſtrict Obligations they lie under to aſſemble 
themſelves. together with the reſt of their 2 
Fellow-Chriſtians, for the L 1 
and Service of Gop; the deſerting of which, 
as I have ſhewed already, can be locked 
Nan . 1 ag of their 
. aith, or at leaſt, puplck Profeſſion of | 
Woul they bat ſeriouſly 1 the 
e 80 a they deu not bat 


. e 


| ſo far from being a juſt! Excuse U tha ai 
are an chigh Aggra egen of Git "Guile? 
for thus in deſpiſing and cenſuying "thei 
| Teachers, they deſpiſe not Men but G6 v4 
be wiſer than Him too? They 
1: „ n not the Perſon to whom the'Care 
and Conduct of their Souls are eomimitted 
but they deſpiſe Him that ſent him; "and in 
deſpiſing Him, they deſpiſe his heavenly 
Father alſo: Thus our 246 oRÞD Himſelf in- 
forms us, St Luke x. 16. He that \Beareth 
yott, beareth me; and be that defpifeth you," 
_ defpiſedh me; and be that Beſpiſe; 1 
; ONT ne u Orr. e as 


3 - i LW 1%: & 


ic rer Sort of People are won 
to e a for their neglectin 
the public Service of the Church, is" th 
| Want of Cloatlis; they have not Cloth 
appear in there, like others of the fame 
Rank with themſelves, and therefore; are! 
ahamed to come: But this is ſo far from 
being a juſt Excuſe, that it is à plain and 
evident Bemonſtration, that thoſe who make 
it, have no true Senſe of NS bag pon 
1 nor of the weighty and im- 
portant Duties are called 0 p | 

3 for Hap the 
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Negleing ths: tung, DEF VI, , &c. 5t . 
| jous Being): een Tia en | 
and Earth, as the Prophet ſpeaks:of Him, | 
ir emiah xxl. 24. . "2 
cial and more immediate Preſence in the 9 
Aſſemblies of his faithful People; and did 
they conſider. wherein that Morſhip and 
mak bag dath conſiſt, which Fe there ex- 
pects and requires from nem, | 
Prroſtible they ſhould be fi nichiccom; | 
eerned abour their outward. A b el, which 


no Ways ove: — Feu, 
their Services acceptable in the .Sight of | 


Gov; for Almighty; G ob bath no Regard 


to the outward. Dreſs, but to the inward 
Tem per and Diſpoſition of the Hearty Fe 


will thew the ſame Neſpect to — me 
in Tit p: 


of an holy arch moor. Soul dps 


Attire: affords us in the Confellin 1 0 
to Almighty Gon, with Bae 111 of Sor⸗ 
tow and Contrition for having offendet 
tender and gracious a Father; with ſted: 
faſt Reſolutions of Amendment; and wic 
earneſt longi 
the whole Body of Sin; which is the firſt 


Fart of that divine Worſhip our Church 


dlirects us to offer x 
lick Aſſemblies? T 
ſerved of, all the other Parts of it; the very 
naming of: which would be. ſufficient to 
Were that they have no Relation to; no 
ependance upon our outward Apparel; 
and therefore: ſince the beſt Attire cannot 


to GoD in our pub- 


recommend us to G op; nor fit 4 


Service, noti the worſt hinderag” in the 
leaſt,” from; finding Acct eptance Im 
and receiving thoſe ineſtimable Favaureand 


Bleſſiings Which He is ready to beſtow on 


thoſe who: wait upon Him in a due Obſerv- 
ance of his Ordinances, the Want of good 
Cloaths can be no juſt Excuſe for any Per- 
ſon's abſenting himſelf from the publick 
Lenzen en 15 Church, . H. * 'L 10, Dare 

T3023, f ,220b tian Ot; 8: 93, 10.3% 3 
| * would giedly now, of that P ſon 
makes this a * Tex hin de, what - 


a ſo 


ng Deſires to be delivered from 


like might be ob. 


* Netting . ba $6 4; &c. 2 
Tuna he would propoſe to himſelf in goin 

iche o Church, if he had Cloaths according to 
Sins us Mind; if he ſay, his chief End or De- 
Sor. ſign in going thither ſhould then be to pay 
ed us bounden Duty of Worſhip and Homage 
ſted: o Almighty GO D, and to learn his Will, 
with by hearing his Word read and explained to 
ron Wi him: I may and do affure him, that all this 
Airit may as well be done in thoſe poor Rags he 
urch now hath, as in any the moſt ſplendid Ap- 
ub- WH parel, though as rich as ever SoJomon in all. 
obs hisGlory was arrayed with. Perſonscloathed 


in vile Raiment, may perhaps find but cot 
Reception at great Mens Hotiſes, may be 
forced to keep their Diſtance; to ſtand 
without their Doors, or. it may be With 
out their Gates; but they are allowed as free 
an Acceſs to the Houſ if 8 
Hearts be as-holy and haaw 1 „Anal be as 
well accepted of | by Him, wb is King of. 
Kings, and Lord of Lords. And this, 
methinks, is a Conſideration ſufficient to 
ſupport them under that Contempt and 
Scorn they may ſuffer here q and likeæwiſe to 
engage them thankfully mmm : 
portunities of app in his Preſence, 
2 who will ger doen 15955 and —_ 
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as TT 


birne y re 8 . 

of the Deſpiſers 2 Rood and War | 
ſhip are rendy to make when they are 
charged with 2 Neglect of To plain and ne- : 
ceſſary « But is che Want of Health; P 
they are weak and ſickly, and therefore 
they cannot come: This indeed, isthe _ 
pe Excuſe that can be alledged 
m; for whe ele, it hero . 
hone ui Sin of neglecting 
publick Serrice of the Church; I am now 
endeavouring to fet forth; that lying only 
152 who do it wilfully, and without 
0 Ca Neceffity. Where a Perſon 
Sickneſs, - or apy gear, bodily in- 
alpen, cannot go to Church, without | 
the manifeſt Hazard of "His Life, there, 


Declaration: of © A e ae ; 

cited by our Lo x D, St Aa 3. Twill 
bave Mercy aui not Ri ra AL, be his 
ſufficient Warrant to og at Home: Arid 


I | ; Me 
ſame Body, they like 
e of G09 Proſe, which Fic his 

x gra- 


a» * 


and Sup 9 But becauſe thigis ſome 
to take of the pubück Shame and Scatida 


and certain Sign, whereby - to 
from the Houſe and Service of Gop; and 


and ſtay out in the Cold twice as long 48 he 


this is a plain and manifeſt Token. hat Wl 
it is not Sickneſs, bug. Profacs 


e Sin 4 Dakger is mY 
Fo promiſed to their uni 


times rf d only as a Colour or 


of this Sin, Ia nog paſs it: by: [Without 
Preſcribing a plain and oþvious,;but.a fan 


this from the other, . which muſt be allowed 
a ſufficient Cauſe of any. Pęrſon 8. A ſence 


that is this, If the Perſon Who makes this 
Excuſe, can upon his worldly ons g0 


twice as far as his Houſe is from the eek 


would be obliged to do in the 
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NeglePing 8 Publick Sers 
him to ee e which 
he mo to biber be drawing 
near; and therefore ſuch e in Za 


more eſpecial Manner, 5 to a 


much of their HE as.1s., 
publick Wort | p of. Gop;. 


$ of thy ofe.true and fait A Son _ 

embled 1 bote Er, mu more 

nol dp 1 kN Almighty 
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